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Due date: 

ACHS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

2022-2023 

English I 

No later than the end of September 2022 

NOTE: This assignment is an optional summer extra credit assignment. Extra credit for completing the 

assignment as outlined below will be awarded by the student’s English 1 teacher for the first quarter. 

 
Assigned Text: 

Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes by Edith Hamilton 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Students are not required to purchase a book for the assignment. There are 

several       copies of the book at the public library. Also, the book can be borrowed 

from the “Internet Archive” after creating an account. The link to the site is 

https://archive.org/details/mythologyedithha00hami. 

 

 

Contact Information: Dr. J. Thomas Son 
    Dept. Coordinator 
    ELA/Reading Department 
    Atlantic Coast High School 
    sonj@duvalschools.org 

https://archive.org/details/mythologyedithha00hami
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Assignment #1: 

Writing Objective Summaries 

Directions: While reading Edith Hamilton’s Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and 

Heroes, you are responsible for creating an objective summary for each story in 

the assigned portions of the text. An objective summary is a brief and accurate 

statement that expresses the most important information in a text while omitting 

one’s personal opinions or judgments. Each objective summary should be 3-4 

sentences. All objective summaries must be original and cannot be copied from 

the internet or an alternative source. 

*Note: Before writing your objective summaries, view these two YouTube video 

links for support: 

• How to Write an Objective Summary (by Georgia Thies, 3:10) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXgdXzu6wXg 

• Crafting Objective Summaries (by Khan Academy, 3:37) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Eepm6Px5pc 

 
 

Story Page 

Number 

Objective Summary 

“The Titans and the Twelve 
Great Olympians” 

24  

“The Lesser Gods of 

Olympus” 

36  

“The Gods of the Waters” 38  

“The Underworld” 39  

“The Lesser Gods of Earth” 41  

“The Roman Gods” 44  

“Prometheus and Io” 78  

“Europa” 81  

“The Cyclops Polyphemus” 85  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXgdXzu6wXg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Eepm6Px5pc
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“Flower-Myths: Nacissus, 

Hyacinth, Adonis” 

89  

“Pyramus and Thisbe” 105  

“Orpheus and Eurydice” 107  

“Ceyx and Alcyone” 110  

“Pygmalion and Galatea” 112  

“Baucis and Philemon” 115  

“Endymion” 118  

“Daphne” 119  

“Alpheus and Arethusa” 120  

“Perseus” 146  

“Theseus” 155  

“Hercules” 166  

“Atalanta” 180  

“The Trojan War” 185  

“The Fall of Troy” 201  
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Assignment #2 

Archetypal Hero’s Journey 

Part Three: The Great Heroes before the Trojan War, pages 146-180 

Directions: As you read through Part Three: The Great Heroes before the Trojan 

War track the elements of the “Archetypal Hero’s Journey” for TWO of the 

heroes. Review the below notes on the “Archetypal Hero’s Journey” first to 

familiarize yourself with the elements that are present within this type of story. It 

is important to note that a hero might not demonstrate all these elements, and 

that some elements might overlap or come in a different order than laid out 

below. It is your job to choose the two heroes’ stories that you feel best 

demonstrate the “Archetypal Hero’s Journey”. 

 
• Archetype- a recurring pattern of images, situations, or symbols found in 

mythology, religion, art, and dreams of cultures around the world. For 

example, the damsel in distress (think Snow White or Cinderella) or the star- 

crossed lovers (think Jack and Rose form Titanic). 

 
The Characteristics of an "Archetypal" Hero’s Journey 

 
*Examples of the Archetypal Hero’s Journey are provided under each element 

using the “Harry Potter” series 

 
Unusual birth or rebirth: The tragic hero is often born into danger or royalty. There is 

usually something that makes the hero special because of this, whether they are a 
demi-god or a prince or a “chosen one”. 

 
*Harry is born to magical parents who give their lives to protect him. 

 
Leaves Family: After an event or a “herald” the hero is forced to leave his/her 

family and go on a journey or quest. 

 
*Harry is invited to Hogwarts and has to leave his muggle family. 

 
Traumatic Event Occurs: The Hero experiences a life changing (usually negative) 

event that shapes their journey (this can overlap with “Leaves Family”). This can 

also be several events that continue to shape and direct our hero in their quest. 

 
*Harry has many tragic events that shape his journey, such as the loss of his 

parents, Cedric, Sirius, Dumbledore and many others. 

 
Special Weapon: The hero is in possession of a special weapon that usually only he 

or she can use. This can be a physical weapon such as a bow and arrow, or 
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something less obvious such as a talent or ability like intelligence or the gift of 
music. 

 
*Harry has a wand that only he can use. 

 
Supernatural Help: The hero usually has supernatural guidance in the form of a 
mentor that has their best interests at heart. 

 
*Dumbledore, a wizard and the ghosts of Harry’s parents guide and mentor 

him throughout his journey. 

 
Proves Himself/Herself: Hero performs feats on their quests that prove that he or 

she is a worthy hero. 

 
*Harry defeats many minor villains and avoids the threats and advances of 

Voldemort. 

 
Unhealable wound: The hero journeys into a hell like setting and suffers an 

unhealable wound that he/she struggles to overcome. 

 
* Harry must die to destroy the last Horcrux. 

 
Atonement with Father: The hero must redeem father (or father figures) evil deeds 

or reconcile with father figure over evil deeds. 

 
*Harry reconciles with Snape after realizing that many of Snape’s evil deeds 

were sacrifices made to protect Harry. 

 
Apotheosis: Hero is rewarded (spiritually or physically) at the end of their journey. 

 
*Harry marries Ginny and lives happily ever after. 

 
 

To view a clip on the archetypal hero’s journey, follow the link below. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siulX5JkIwI 

 

Note: Some elements of the journey might go by different titles in the clip, but the 

overall course of the journey remains the same. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siulX5JkIwI
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Hero #1 choice: (circle one) Perseus, Theseus, Hercules or Atalanta 146-180. 

 
Event: How did this hero experience this event? ANSWER IN FULL 

SENTENCES! 

Unusual Circumstances of Birth  

Leaves Family and Lives With 

Others 

 

Traumatic event leads to Quest  

Special Weapon  

Supernatural (magic) help  

Proves Himself on Quest  

Journey and Unhealable Wound  

Atonement with Father  

Spiritual Apotheosis  
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Hero #2 choice: (circle one) Perseus, Theseus, Hercules or Atalanta, pages 146- 

180. 

 

Event: How did this hero experience this event? ANSWER IN 
FULL SENTENCES! 

Unusual Circumstances of Birth  

Leaves Family and Lives With 
Others 

 

Traumatic event leads to Quest  

Special Weapon  

Supernatural (magic) help  

Proves Himself on Quest  

Journey and Unhealable 

Wound 

 

Atonement with Father  

Spiritual Apotheosis  

 


